Transvaginal sonohysterography: a new aid in the diagnosis of residual trophoblastic tissue.
The study was undertaken to evaluate the diagnostic accuracy of transvaginal sonohysterography in postabortion and postpartum patients suspected of having residual trophoblastic tissue. Twenty two women with late postabortion and postpartum bleeding were evaluated by transvaginal sonography and transvaginal sonohysterography. The patients were prospectively divided into two groups according to the sonohysterographic findings. Women with an empty uterine cavity or with free-floating masses received conservative treatment. Those with suspected attached residual trophoblastic tissue underwent curettage. Sonohysterography confirmed the findings of two-dimensional sonography of an empty uterus in 8 patients; however, a free floating endometrial mass was found in 4 patients and that of an empty uterine cavity in another 2 of 14 patients suspected of having residual trophoblastic tissue by the two-dimensional ultrasound. All 14 patients who were treated conservatively ceased bleeding. The 4 patients with a free-floating mass reported ejection of a vaginal mass within 6 days of treatment. Eight patients underwent curettage. Residual trophoblastic tissue was found in all of them. Transvaginal sonohysterography is a simple and effective method for the evaluation of residual trophoblastic tissue in patients with postpartum and post-abortion bleeding. Its use may eliminate unnecessary curettage procedures.